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8 HIS Trouble is given 


your Lordſhip by a Per- 
lon, wholly a Stranger to 


you, who has very little 
either of Capacity,Inclina- 
tion, or Leiſure to engage in Contro- 


: verſy ; and who is firmly perſuaded, 
i Mos. the general Offence,which ſome of 


your Lordſhips late Writings have gi- 


ven, that this Cauſe will be undertaken, 
and the Miſtakes in thoſe Writings ſet 


in a clear Light by Perſons 11 bet- 
A 2 ber 


9 


ter qualifies; But who, id 


ing all theſe Diſſuaſives, cannot prevail 
with himſelf to fit as an unconcern d 
Spectator, whilſt ſuch Principles are 


advanc'd, as, in his Apprehenſion, do 
manifeſtly tend to a Diffolution of the 
whole Frame and Conſtitution of that 
Church, of which he has been many 
Years an unworthy Miniſter. 

I ſhall need no Apology for a Con- 
dud toward your Lordſhip, which is 
warranted by your own Example. I 
have certainly the ſame Right to offer 


my Exceptions to a Sermon of your 


rdſhip's, which yourſelf thought 
fit to aſſume, when but a Presbyter, 


in cenſuring a Diſcourſe of a late ary 
lent and worthy Prelate, tho* recom- 


mended to the World, by the like 
high Authority, to that which now 
graces your Lordſhip' s Title Page. 
Your Lordſhip is ſuch an Enemy to 
Infallibility in hers: that undoubted- 
edly you will lay no Claim to it your- 
ſelf; nor preſume that an abſolute. 
| Power 


tas | 


Power of interpreting the Laws of 
Chriſt, is lodg'd in you, ſo as to com- 
mand the Aﬀent of others, any farther 
than is confiſtent with their own Rea- 
ſon. For my own particular, I have 

impartially conſulted that ſcanty Por- 
tion of it, with which it has pleaſed 
God to enlighten me, 1n relation to 
the new and ſtrange Doctrines propa- 
gated by your Lordſhip; and as far as 
I have any Faculty of judging, they 


appear to me entirely deſtructive of all 
Order and Government, of all Unity, 


Peace and Communion in the Church, 
and contradictory to all thoſe Scrip- 
tures which repreſent the Church as a 
regular and well-compaced Body or 
Society, and which recommend a Con- 
federacy, Concord and Union among, 
the Members. 

| think I ſce the Will of God, aal ; 
wite than it is repreſented by your 
Lordſhip; 1 think it my Duty, anch 
your Lordſhip has taught me, that it is 
my Tail to Profeſs and publiſh what 
] think 


C23. 


I think I ſee : and, by hain upon 
your. Lordſhip's Princi ples, I might ſa- 


tisfy myſelf, that no Power upon Earth 


has Authority to reſtrain me from ex- 


prefling my Thoughts with the moſt 


unbounded Freedom in a Matter of 
Religion and Conſcience. Notwith- 


edn which, I ſhall proceed, as with 


a due Regard to your Epiſcopal Cha- 
racter, ſo with ſome to my own Safety, 
and not preſume too far, that none of 


the Engines of this World would be made | 
Uſe of againſt me, nor the ſecu'ar Arm 
be calbd upon; ſhould I happen to 


break in upon thoſe Privileges and Im- 


munities, within which your Lordſhip 
is ſo conveniently entrenchd ; or let 


fall any ſuch unwarrantable and ob- 


noxious Appellation, as my inward 


Conviction and private Belief might 
ſuggeſt to me. 

| have the Satisfaction of agreeing 
with your Lordſhip in your intro- 
ductory Remark. I readily allow, that 


the Meaning annex d to certain Words 
| or 


2 
8 


9 


or Sounds, does undergo great Alte- 
rations by length of Time, and the 
fame Word come, by Degrees, to ſtand 
for a Complication v4 Notions as diſtant 
from the original Intention of it; nay, as 
| contradiffory to it, as n is to 
Light. I am fo far from diſputing this 
Point, that it was once in my Thoughts 
to haye confirm'd Your Lordſhip's Ob- 
ſervation, by ſeveral other Inſtances of 
Words, that have chang d their Origi- 
nal Signification, in at leaſt as remark- 
able a Degree, as any of thoſe Terms 
alled gd by your Lordſhip. 
But not to waſt the littleitime I can 
ſpare, in ſuch a needleſs Digreſſion, let 
us ſee how your Lordſhip makes good 
eint. 
The two firſt Inſtances by which 
your Lordſhip has choſe to exemplify 
your Obſervation, are theſe, Religion 
and the Worſhip of God. Which 
Words I cannot deny to have been too 
often miſapplied (as indeed what one 
Word in the whole Compaſs of 2 
1 


08) 


has not?) 0d wreſted to a  Mianids : 
very different from what they natu- 
rally import. There is no Doubt but 
there have been, and are too many, 
who lay too great a Streſs on the ex- 
ternal Gem teme of Religion, and 
the Acts of publick Worſhip, who have 
the Form of Gedlineſi without the Power, 
and yet flatter themſelyes, and induce 
others to believe, that they are truly 
religious Men, and fincere Worſhip- 
pers of God. And if your Lordhip's 
1 iots look no farther than theſe, 
fo far we are ſtil} agreed. And what- 
ever farther Infinuations, I and. the ge- 
nerality of your Readers may conceive 
to be couch'd under fome of the Ex- 
Preſſions us d by your Lordſhip, in the 1 
Piccuffon of thoſe two Points; yet, 4 
as thoſe Expreffions are capable of RO 
Interpretation different from that, in 
v» ich we believe you would have them 
underſtood, I ſhall let them pats as un- 
der that innocent and inoffenfive Mean- 
ing, and proceed to other more ob- 
9 1 noxious 
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noxious Paſſages, where there is no 


room left for any ſuch Evaſion. 


At beſt, it mult be ſaid that your 


Lordſhip : appears very unfavourable. to 


any thing that is external in the Ser- 


vice of God. To make Amends for 


which, one might at leaſt have ex- 
pected to meet with a very abundant 


Zeal, and more than ordinary Concern 
for that Part of Religion, which is 
ſeated in the Heart. But when, inſtead 


of that, we find you ſtriking at the very 


Root of all Goodneſs, depreciating the 


ſolemn Duty of Prayer, by ſeparating 
Devotion from it, which is the Life 


and Soul of it ; How ſhocking i is the 8 
Diſappointment ? 7 


What, my Lord, is Picty become ſo 
predominant i in the Age, that the Ex- 


orbitant Growth of it muſt be check'd ? 


and is it to be check'd by ſuch Hands? 


Does the Fever of Devotion rage ſo fierce- 
ly, as to ſtand in Need of ſuch cooling 


Preſcriptions ? 


1 N 
2 * * Wu L * EY 


* — 
4 


„ 


5 —— — er kn 
— 


F 


wo y . — . — | 
Ao Lon Ree — — 2 he nt - q Lag PIs Ge Nome. HV * » * 8 " 
3 rr r Ss N 2 * 8 * . 1 1 
* 8 e * * 5 3 H 2 * 
— = 9 2 I "> pts * . , ** 1 ts * >. 4% Re”? faces, 
a 2 * 6 I 0 5 - . 8 8 r - 7 
nnn. F r * : ” * 2 8 3 B W * * = 
2 2 * : * 4 3 0 - 0 14 TERED. A E 
4 / * ; uy is 4 = EX : 2 8. — 2 
« 4 " * * N 
* f - 4 EW 
; - 10 9 
© . 1 * 
A . q FJ 
: ; 2 £8 
% -Y 
* = 
* 


* 


Hat. being in a Fig 


appears in Scripture. 


(10 5 
The Word | Prayer] by the Hel is , 
Men, and voluminous Rules of Art, is come 


to ft renify 1 Heat and Flame ------- in 1 5 beſt 


Diſpoſiti tion in the World, and yet not de- 


Intenſeneſs of 
Very 


ty indeed! pretty Ironies in the Mouth 


of a Chriſtian Biſhop, on ſo ſerious and 
facred a Subject! This, I am ſure, E 


out enough to pray: 


touching the very Vitals of all that is Good, 
and conſequently, by your 'Lordſhip's 


own Allowance, ought, in Duty, to be fe. 
ſiſted, with a more open and undiſguiſed 
Zeal than ordinary, 

Nothing ſure can be more contrary 


to the whole Stream and Tenour of 
the ſacred Writings, than what your 


Lordſhip has taught in this Paragraph, 
with reference to Prayer. You are 
pleas'd to call it, A calm and undiſturb d 


Addreſs to God, and plead our Lord's 


Directions Aol it, in Juſtification of 
your Notion. Bur no ſuch Direction 
He cautions his 
Followers indeed againſt vain Repeti- 
tions 


* 
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tions and Oſtentation, when they pray; 
he cenſures the Phariſees for making 
long Prayers only for a Shew : But 
where does he ſay, that Prayer muſt be 
calm and undiſturb'd, or oe any o- 


ther Expreſſion of the like Importance? 


Where does he attempt to moderate or 
aſſwage the Fervour of inward Devo- 
tion, or warn his Diſciples againſt ma- 


king their Requeſts to the Father, with 
too much Vehemence ? _ 


So far from that, that we expreſly 
read, he ſpake the Parable of the Widow, 
and the unjuſt Judge, Lak. xviii. 1. to 


this end, that Men ought always to pray, 
and not to faint ; i. e. to be urgent and 


importunate, and to ſolicite with Ear- 
neſtneſs; as farther appears by the Para- 


ble of the Man that borrow'd three 
Loaves of his Friend at Mid-night, 


Luk. xi. 5. by that of the Publican, who 

{mote upon his Breaſt, in a deep Com- 
punction of Soul, and humble Senſe of 
his own Unworthineſs, when he con- 


fiderd how great a Sinner he had been: 
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by the Directions he gives them to ask, 
and ſeek, and knock: From none of 
which \Circumſtances can we be en- 
courag'd to hope, that God will hear 


our Petitions if they are cold and life- a 
leſs. 


But Prayer, you — in that Form, 5 


which our Lord taught his Followers, 


was calm and undiſturb 'd. Moſt certain- 
ly it was not fo at the Delivery, tho 
t may be attended with thoſe Proper- 


ties in the Uſe, which depend on the 
| Affection of him that uſes it. Vour 


Lordſhip may be calm and undiſturb d, 
when you ſay the Lord a- Prayer: But I 


Hope there axe thoſe, who, repeat it 
| with Warmth, and a lively Emotion of 


Spirit. 
But nothing can more convincingly 


aſſure us, what was our Saviour's Will 


in this Caſe, than his own Practice. 
And did he ſatisfy himſelf, when he 


pray d, with as little Devotion as would 
- content your Lordſhip? Was he quite. 
ſo indolent and unmov.d, Lak. xxii. 44. 


when 


4 
ate being in an Agony he pray'd more 
earneſtly, and his Sweat was as it were 
great Drops of Blood falling down to the 
Ground? FT 
If there needed any farther Proof, 1 
could put your Lorig in mind of 
S. Paubs Commendation of Epaphras, 
Col. iv. 12. who, he tells the Colofſrans, la- 
bour'd fervently for them in Prayers ; 
and of S. Fames's Aſſertion, Jam. v. 16. 
that the effectual fervent Prayer of a 
righteous Man availeth much ; with a 
multitude of other Fexts, as full and 
appoſite, as any that have been cited. 
And now, pray, my Lord, confider, 
| how very different a Notion any com- 
mon Capacity may form upon a Per- 
uſal of theſe Scriptures, from thoſe 
which your Lordſhip labours to incul- 
cate. Pis indeed amazing to me, 
with what poſhhle View you could 
attempt to found a Doctrine, of a moſt 
pernicious Tendency in itſelf, on the 
Ruins of ſo many Texts of Scripture, 
unleſs it were, to give a Specimen in 


your 


F 


„ 
your own W of the Fallibility, or 
ſomething Worls,: of humane Ares. 


LETS: get 
Or your Ford Wige mean per- 


haps, by thoſe Sarciſtical Expreſſions 
above- cited, only to reflect on ſome 


modern Books of Devotion, that re- 


commend. Fervency of Prayer. But 
whatever was intended by them, they 
do, in effect, caſt a Diſhonour on 
thoſe Places of holy Writ, which 1 
have produced. And I cannot but 
add, that, had your Lordſhip's Ser- 


mon appear'd without ſo venerable a 


Name in the Front of it; had it been 
publiſh'd by a conceal'd Author; I 


ſhould not eaſily have been perſuaded, 
but that Expreſſion, Intenſeneſs of Heat, 


had been a defign'd Burleſque on what 


is laid of our Saviour, in his Agony, 
that he pray'd more earneſtly for in- 
: tenſely | your Lordſhip knows hw it 
is in the Original, ere Teonuxero, 

Will it be alledgd, that what ap- 


pears ſo Offenſive in this Paragraph, 
| . is 
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is moderated by thoſe qualifying 
Phraſes, in ſuch a Manner, and to ſuch. 
a Degree, that your Lordſhip does not 
abſolutely make a Jeſt of all Heat and 


Flame in Prayer, but only of Enthu- 
ſiaſtick Raptures? Alas! How few of 


your Readers will ſo underſtand you? 
How many, that are not aware of the 
Niceties of Pointing, will (as the Turn 


of the Period naturally enclines them) 


make a fuller Pauſe at the word Flame, 


than the Comma direcs them to do; 
will ſuppoſe the Sentence to be half 
over there, and to end, where indeed 


it is ended, (notwithſtanding the Fal- 
lacy, of a wrong Stop ) with the Word 
pray? 

How your Lordſhip manag d in the 


Pronunciation, I can only gueſs; but 


1 am ſure that Period may be fo pro- 


nounc'd, that thoſe Clauſes, in ſuch a 
Manner, and to ſuch a Degree, {hall not 
be thought to limit, but to confirm 
and aggravate what went before. 


J 


Your 


4 16 q 

| Your — plainly oppoles Hier 
and Flame to that Calnineſs and Undi- 
ſturbedneſs with which you would have 
our Addreſſes to God accompanied: [ 
And if you had meant to allow * 
any the ſmalleſt Degree of Fervour, 
or godly Tranſport, that might Ig 
der that Tranquittiey, and put the 
Soul into any kind of Agitation; it 
had been fair, and ſure it was highly 
requiſſte, to have told us how far 
your Conceſſions extended. Could not 
one Line be afforded, in a Caſe of ſo 
much Conſequence, to guard againſt 
Miſtakes, and to ſatisfy us, in proper 
and direct Terms, that you did not 
mean to ſtifle all pious Breathings of 
the Soul, nor e to extinguiſh all 
Sparks of Devotion? But, in Truth, 
as the Matter is repreſented by your 5 
Lordſhip, there are many who ſo ap- 
prehend you; and who cannot con- 
ceive how, according to your Lord- 
ſhip's Dictates, there can be any room 
left, for Elevation of Thought, in 
1 „ con- 


"Cs 17 179 
contemplating the Majeſty of God ; for 
the Acts of Shame and Abhorrence, mh 
odly Contrition, when we are umd 
bled with a Senle of our Guilt; for a 
ſprightly Joy and Exultation under the 
Aſſurance of Pardon; for grateful E- 
jaculations, when we reflect on God's 


Mercies: Nay, not even for the Hope 


of everlaſting Bliſs, or the Fear of ever- 
laſting Miſery. Our Paſſions muſt all 
be ſtupified, and every Power of our 
Souls lie dormant and becalm'd, for 
fear of diſcompoſing that eaſy Serenity 
with which * een would have - 
us prey,” cf 

What Influence your Dodrines will 
have, or what Adherents you will gain 
over, I am not able to fore-ſee : but 1 
hope the Number will not be very 
Large, of thoſe, who will think it 
adviſable to liſt themſelves in your 
$ Lordſhip's new Sect of Fun, Que 
ü. 
As for what you fay of the Love of 


God, which is the next of thoſe per- 
GC. „ 


(18). 


verted Words you 1 in: tho 
your Lordſhip has ſet it as low as poſ- 
fible, and ſeem particularly careful, that 
Men may not offend in the Exceſs of | 
this, or any thing elſe that is good; 

yet as there have been well-meaning 
| Men, who have over-ſtrain'd that Duty, 
and amus d themſelves and others with 
unneceſſary Scruples, I ſhalt ſuppoſe 
your Lordſhip's Reflexions to be le- 
vel d againſt them, and not ſtay to ad- 


he Difference between your Lord- 
ſhip and them. 


w. are we come to the laſt of 
| thoſe Words or Sounds, the Miſuſe 
whereof has given your Lordſhip ſo 
much Offence: that myſterious, inex- 
plicable Phraſe, fo full of inconfiſtent 
Images, the Church of Chriſt. This 
Church of Chriſt, according to your | 
Lordſhip, is the Kingdom of Chriſt, and 
a Kingdom of which he is himſelf, 
not oy the ſole King, but the ſole ; 
Lawgiver, the ſole Judge, the ſole In- 
terpreter of his own Laws ; : 2 Kingdom 
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in which he neither acts himſelf, nor 


has inveſted any one elſe with an Au- 


 thority to act for him. And you are 


pleas'd to inferr, Pag. 13. by one of 


the oddeſt Conſequences that ever was 


drawn from any Propoſition, that be- 
cauſe he never interpoſes himſelf, there- 


fore he has left no Deputy: which if 


he did interpoſe, there would certain- 


ly be no Occaſion for; but at his De- 


parture into Heaven, when he was no 


longer to govern his Church in Perſon, 


he provided for the good Government of 
it, by others whom he commiſhon'd to 


8 teach and expotind his Laws, to bear 

| Rule and Authority over his Subjects, 
do be his Vice-gerents, to act in his 
Name and Stead, and to perpetuate a 
Succeſſion of Men thro? all the ſucceed- 


ing Apes of the World, in whom the 
ſame Powers ſhould be lodg'd. And 


tho' he made none of them infallible, 


nor exempted them from humane Frail- 
ties, yet ſtill he requir'd his Church to 


: ny them, and to be guided by their 


5 


4 2 7 laſtru- 3 
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tees where they were not con- 
trary to his. The Places of Scripture 
that prove theſe Aſſertions, are ſo nu- 
merous, and ſo well known to your | 
Lordſhip, that it is needleſs to tran- 
ſcribe them. = 3 
And indeed, had he: müde no Pro- #4 
viſion for the orderly and regular Go- | 
vernment of his Subjects, either by 
interpoſing himſelf, or by lis Spirit 
working in them, not by the ordinary 
Operations, as at preſent, but in as 
full and ample Meaſure, as in the A- 
poſtle's Days; or by ſubſtituting Vice- 
gerents to act for and under him, to 
latisfy the Doubts of his People, and 
"= explain the Meaning of his Laws, by 
comparing them with one another, to 
"reſtrain Offenders, and keep in Awe 
the Diſturbers of its Peace and Unity; 
I ay, if no Care had been taken, by 
ſome one of theſe Ways, to keep his 
SBaubjects in Order; the Church of 
Chriſt muſt have been a Babel, and his 
eee n of Confuſon. . 
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(21 5 
I Chriſt our King and Law-giver, 
who is All-wiſe, Linerring, Kb, All 
| ſufficient, had been pleasd to act per- 
ſonally in his own Government, or 
had he thought fit to have conducted 
his Subjects by the Guidance of irre- 
ſiſtible Grace; there would then have 
been no need cf inferiour Magiſtrates. 
But as neither of theſe is the Caſe; 
in his Kingdom, as well as the King- 
doms of this World, there muſt bs, 
and there 1s 2 Subordination of Mini- 
ſters, who are the Judges and Guidgs 
of his People, by vertue of an Au- 
thority, that he has delegated to 
5 them. 
let us conſider the Church under 
= any other of thoſe Images, by which it 
is repreſented in Scripture, and we 
- ſhall find that they all combine to give 
us an Idea of it, as of an orderly and 
well. govern d Society. Sometimes it is 
figur'd to us, under the Similitude of 
a natural Body: But does that conſiſt 
of disjointea Members, looſely put to- 
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gether, and connected by no Sinews or 
igaments ? no more can the Spiritual 


Body, without Rules and Orders, 
which are the Bands and Ligaments of 


Society. We are often ſaid to be uni- 
ted in one Body under Chriſt our Head : 


Eph, iv. 15, 16. From whom the whole 
Body fitly join'd together, and compacted 
Dy that, that every Joint ſupplieth, accord- 
7 to the Effectual Working, in the Meaſure 


of every Part, maketh increaſe of the Body, 


unto the edifying itſelf in Love. And 


He who is our Head, ver. 11, 12. 


gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, 
and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors 


and Teachers, for the perfeFing of the 


Sainte, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for 


the edifying of His Body. 
Take the Church as a Building : as 
ſuch it is calld, 1 Pet. ii. 5. Eph. ii. 20. 


one Spiritual Houſe, built upon the Foundation 


of Prophets and Apoſtles, Feſus Chriſt him- 
felf being the chief Corner-Stone. And Chri- 


ſtians are compared to a Building fitly 


framed, growing to an Holy Temple in the 
a, „„ Lord, 


02 Os : 
3 


Rn Oe 
£4 en 


1 

Lord, Eph. ii. 21. Can a Heap of unce- 
mented Stones compoſe ſuch a Building 
fitly fram'd ? No more can a Number of 


Men, calling themſelves Chriſtians, but 


under no Body's Governance or Di- 
rection, compoſe a Spiritual Edifice. 


Can a material Fabrick be of long Du- 


ration, with no one to ſurvey it, to 


repair its Breaches, and prevent its 


Decay? No. more could the Building 


of Chriſt's Church. Let us look upon 


the Body of Chriſtians, as the Mem- 


bers of a large Houſhold or Family. 


In that there muſt be Stewards, and 
other governing Servants of different 
Degrees, to preſerve a good OEcono- 
my. Let us conſider them as Soldiers 
fighting under Chriſt's Banner, and 
there we ſhall ſee Occaſion for General 
and Subaltern Officers. And the Caſe 


will be ſtill the ſame, if you take a 
View of the Church, under any other 


Image. 


But 
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But, what am 1 doing? Am I la- 
bouring to convince one of the Gover- 
nors of Chriſt's Church, of the high- 
eſt Order, that Chriſt has left a Power 
of Governing ? Very ſorry I am for 
the unhappy Neceſſity, but your Lord- 
ſhip has made it neceſſary for me. For 
either I am incapable of underſtand- 
ing. the Meaning of Words, or your 
Lord ſhip diſowns the Legality of thoſe 
Powers, which at the ſame trme you 
continue to exerciſe. This you appear 
to me to do in many Places, but par- 


ticularly in the following Paſſage, Fag. 
12. Nay, whoever hath an 
rity to interpret any written, or ſpoken 


Laws ; it 1s he, who is truly the Law- 
ider, to all Intents and Purpoſes ; and 
not the Perſon, who firſt wrote or ſpoke 
them, Conſequently, when your Lord- 
ſhip, or any other Minifter, preſumes 


to explain the Laws of Chrift „he makes 


himſelf the Lawgiver, and does what 


you, condemn thro your whole Ser- 


mon, ufurp an e that W . 
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to Chriſt Mane. And if ſuch be our 


Caſe, we have nothing more to do but 
to throw up our Orders, ſince the Church 


has no Need of us, fince we not only 
do no Service, but are guilty of a crimi- 
nal Uſurpation. 


But your Lordſhip may ey you 


have a Salvo in Reſerve: You may tell 
me that the Sentence I referr to, as well 
as many others in your Diſcourſe,. is 


guarded with the Word abſolute. Lam 


aware of it, my Lord; I have left a 
Blank for it in my Quotation, which 


(as lam going to prove) will ſignify 


juſt as much, and be as entirely availa- 


ble to your Lordſhip” s Purpoſe, as if the 


Word ſtood there at full Length. 
Ihe plain and known Import of the 
Word abſolute, is, unlimited, uncondi- 
tional, not elogg d or reſtrain d by any 
one Exception or Reſerve. And 1n this 
Senſe indeed, it may truly be affirm'd, 
that no Power or Authority upon Barth 
is abſolute. There is one Exception, and 


there 1s but one, by which our Obe- 
| dience 
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() 
dience to all Earthly Governors muſt be 
bounded. And that i 1s, that their Com- 
mands be not lifogrecble to the Laws 
of Chriſt. If Kings themſelves enjoin 
things contrary to the Word of God, 


we are to obey God rather than Man. 


If the Miniſters of Chriſt, in their per- 
fonal Capacity, teach does repug- 
nant to the Scriptures, they are not to 
| behearken'd to. If the Collective Body 
of the Clergy, legally aſſembled, agree 
upon any Determinations or Deciſions, 
if they frame any Articles or Canons 
contrary to what we are taught in the 
Holy Scriptures; they cannot bind the 
Conſcience. And if this had been the 
Saving, which your Lordſhip had in 
View, and what you had intended to 
| provide for, wherever you have inſer- 
ted the Word abſolute; many of the of- 
fenſive Paſſages, with which your Ser- 
mon every where abounds, might have 
been alleviated, tho' a great deal of 
* Offence would ſtill have remain d. 


But, 


N 


(27) 

But, my Lord, you have cut your- 
alt off from any Benefit of that Plea. 
We are ſure you did not mean to 
make the Unlawfulneſs of human De- 
= cifions the Ground of your denying 
the Authority, by which they were 

decreed ; becauſe, you have told us fo 
yourſelf... That, it ſeems, is a Mat- 
ter of ſmall] Moment, and does not 

weigh with your Lordſhip at all. For 
hy tell us in ſo many Words, Page 
. that the Caſe is the ſame, whether 

15 [ who aſſume this Power of de- 
ciding] happen to agree with Chriſt, or 
to differ from him. Still, as long as they 

are the Lawgivers and Julges, without 

any Interpoſition of Chriſt, either to guide 
or correct their Deciſions, they are Kings ef 
this Kingdom, and not Chriſt Jeſus. No- 
thing can be more 1 than that, 
whatever latent Reſerve your Lord- 
ſnip intends by the Word abſolute ; it 
is not that, which alone can qualify. 
the Groſſnels of your Aſſertions. Your 


g had mor before in that very 
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Sentence © where it cannot be preten- 


.ded to be taken in Senſe, which you 
in the ſame Breath diſclaim: And one 


may very reaſonably inferr, that you 


meant juſt as much oy it, wherever | i 
occurs. 

Thus, while we are taupht by the 
Goſpel, to obey the Commands both 
of our Spiritual and Temporal Supe- 
riors, in all things . lawful ; we are 


taught by your Lordſhip to receive no 
Commauds from any Superiors, whe- 


ther Spiritual or Temporal, whether 


in Caſes lawful or unlawful, in Mat- 1 


ters relating to Conſcience. 


I perſuade myſelf, I ſhall not be 
thought, in any thing that has been 
ſaid, to have put any Force upon your 
Lordſhips Words, or mifinterpreted 


your Meaning. Tam ſure, I have not 


done it wilfully : T have only urged 


what I conceive to be, and what ] 


think muſt appear to others, a very 
natural Deduction kam your own 
Tenets. 


But | 
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(29). 
But to make it more fully. manifeſt, 
that I have done you no ung can 


appeal to other Places of your 
where you have advanc'd the ſame No- 
tion in more undiſguisd and peremp- 
tory Terms, without mincing or palli- 


"ating, without the. leaſt Guard of Cau- 
tion. But particularly in the follow- 


ing Sentence, which we meet with at 


the Top of the rath Page. 


* If any Man upon Earth have a 


„ Right to add to the Sanctions of his 


{Chriſt's ] Laws; that is, to in- 
** creaſe the Number, or alter the Na- 
ture of the Rewards and Puniſh- 


„ments of his Subjects, in Matters of 


Conſcience and Salvation; they are 


7 fo far Kings in his Stead 3 and reign 
4e Els. | | | 

A very daring Aſſeveration indeed 
If any Man upon Earth have ſuch a 
Right, Oc. that is to ſay, if any King, 
Parliament, State or Potentate, or any 
Earthly Power whatſoever, ſhall en- 
| 5 3 courage 


ME." 


ermon, 


in their Own Kingdom, and not in 
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(30) 


courage "FI by any Temporal Re- 


wards, or diſcourage it by any Tem 


poral Penalties, they Uſurp the Demi. 


nion of Chriſt, "ad Dethrone him from 
his Spiritual Ringdom. 1 


This bears very hard ed: on the 


Ads for preventing Occaſtonal Gnfernny 
and Schiſm, and let us ſuppoſe the Ar- 
gument were to have its Effect towards 
the reverſing of them : How does your 
| Lordſhip know it will ſtop there? 


How can you be ſure that the Enemies 
of our Conſtitution will not borrow it 


of $35 and. apply it to their own Pur- 


poſes ? For if it were true, that no 


Men upon Earth have a Power of en- 
acting au with penal or promiſſory 


Sanctions in Matter of Conſcience, this 


would equally ftrike at all the wa 


citating Laws in Force, not only a 


gainft Proteſtant Difſenters, 'but Pa pit 


too: neither the one, nor the other, it 


ſeems, are to be laid under ſuch excly- 
five Foifeitures, or negative Diſcourage- 


ments. Chrilt's Kingdom i is not of this 
| 1 | World, 


U 


1 off Þ 
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2 Crown is not a Temporal Penalty? 
+ Can you A that being of thing or 


(C 


World, and none of the Baits of this 
World are to De I Bender for, or 
againſt. his Subjects 


The very Acht that: ki hp Pros 
teſtant Succeſſion, and have made it 


imptacticable for any Papiſt to aſeend 
the Throne, en 


for no other Demerit, but purely for 


Ne Religion, mult by a 5 
| Keeſoning be overthrown: ©! 5 


Nay, the very Aft ofiSierdlewenty by 


vertue of which, his preſent Majeſty 
poſſeſſes the Crown, would ſtand upon 


no better a Foot; wherein it is pro- 


vided, as one of the Limitations, That 
whoſoever ſhall hereafter come to the Poſfeſ- 
fron of this Crown, ſhall jo in Commamion 
with the Church of iin as 1 heal | 
eſtabliſhed.” 19 


Will dur Hindi deby lende a 


Crown is a Temporal Reward ? Will 


you fay that the Loſs and Forfeiture of 


that 


for ever all-of 
that Perſuaſion from ſuch Claim, as they 
might otherwiſe have a legal Title-to; 
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| that Religion is not a Matter at Con. 
ſeience aud Salvation? And is it not 
notorious that the moſt ſoletnn Laws of 
this Realm ade: made the Enjoyment 
or Loſs of a Crown the Reward or Pe- 
nahy of the one, or the other _ 
gion ? What remaihs then? Why, ei- 
| ther your Lordſhip muſt ſay, as Aber. 
to yd do, that they had no Right to 
annex ſuch Temporal Sanctions to reli- 
gious Concerns; (which, if you will 
venture to ſpeak out, I muſt leave vou 
to! the Animadverſion of the Higher 

Powers) or you will be under a Ne- 

ceſſity of rettacting that raſh and dog- 

matical Aſſertion, deliver d in ſuch: 

crude and general Terms, in che Tat 
age I have lately cited. 

In the mean time, let me 15 your 
Pordſhip; would it not have become 
ſo zealous an Advocate for the Revolu-. 

tion; who has formerly declared, that 
he Noe? U the det y Ground on which it ſtood; 
to have put in one Word of Exception, 
in Favour of it ?- Was | it cl fon one ſo 
eien 1D Said 1c: highly 
no 
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highly favour'd by His Majeſty King 


Grorge, to preach ſuch Doctrine in his 


| Preſence, as, in its Conſequences, tends 
to the weakning his Royal Title? 


Might it not have been expected from 
ſo true a Proteſtant, wliatever Indulgence 
he had ſhewn to others, to Have found 


out ſome Diſtinction, to fetch in Papiſts 


at leaſt within the Reach of Negative 


Diiſcouragementa ? But not a Syllable, 


not a Hint is there to that Purpoſe. 
Nay, I cannot help obſerving, that iu 


the whole Compaſs of your Lordfhip's 
Sermon, there is not the leaſt Glance; 


that ſeems to be aim d at Popery in 


particular, which conſidering the Sub- 


jet, one would think,” could fiot well 


have been avoided, No, your Lordſhip, = 


1 muſt needs ſay, has dealt your Fa- 
vours, with a very equal and tindi- 


ftinguiſhing Hand, to all Churches, and 
Bauch are tlie dangerous Confequieti- 


ces atiſing from your Lordſhip's Poſt-. 
tions; that ſeem, to me, to affect the 
8 1 State 
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State. Let me beg your Lordſhip's : 
Patience, while I mention ſome that 


concern the Church ; I ſolemnly pro 


feſs that the whole Drift of .your Argu- 


ment appears, to my View, to. be le- 
vel'd not againſt any one particular 


Branch of our Eftabliſhment, but a- | 
gainſt the whole Frame and Syſtem. of 
it at once: Nay, not only againſt the 
Polity of the Church of England, but 
againſt all Eccleſiaſtical Polity what- 
ever. If your Lordſhip's Raines | 
are right, there never was any Part 
of the Catholick Church, either in the 
Days of the Apoſtles, or at any time 


fince, in any Nation of the World, 
that has not, as a Church, acted in 
direct Oppoſition to the Will of our 


Bleſſed. Saviour, and uſurp'd an Au- 


thority, that he had never delegated. 


All who have been interpreting his 


Laws, have been making Laws for 


him. All impos d Terms of Com- 


munion, according to your Lordſhip, 


are ſinful; nor can any Number of 


1 1 wiſe 
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FRAY 5 


By 


( 

wiſe and good Men, agreeing toge- 
ther in the ſame Notions, and aſſem- 
bled by legal Authority, in due Sub- 
ordination to the Civil Magiſtrate, 
tho' with the moſt unanimous Con- 


fond eſtabliſh any Rules, or ordain 


Method of Church-Government, 
i char ſhall be binding, even for Peace 
and Quiet's ſake, to any others. 


Thus all Articles and Creeds are 
deſtroy'd at once, which were ſettled 


by Men ſo aſſembled. All Acts of 


General Councils were void and null 
from the Beginning. Nay, even the 


| Decrees of the Council at Feruſalem, 
held by the Apoſtles themſelves, were 


never of any Force; they ſate there 


as Uſurpers, they never had a Right 


to make any Laws, which belongs ſole- 
ly and peculiarly to their Kine Chriſt | 


Jett All, without Exception, who 
have ever gather d themſelves toge- 
ther in a Synodical Meeting, to join 


in the framing ſuch Canons, Rules or 
Cru; as have been thought 
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. proper to oblige others to a Unity of 


Profeſſion, are, in your Lordſhip's oe 


tion, no better than Invaders of Chriſt's 
Kingdoms, Erectors of an illegal Tri- 


bunal, and Exerciſers of an Authority, 
that was never committed to them. _ 

Upon theſe Principles, I do not ſee 
hows your Lordſhip can offer to take 
your Place in the > Portekncink Syn od: 
How you can require Subſcriptions or 


* of thoſe whom you Or- 


dain, or exerciſe almoſt any Act of 
Episcopal Juriſdiction. 

The Church was bid to prepare for 
2 State of Perſecution, and ſuch a one 


it ſeverely ſmarted under: But it was 
do have a flouriſhing Eſtate likewiſe; 


Kings, in due time, were to be its 


Nurſing Fathers, and Queens its Nur- 
ſing Mothers. And are the Rulers 
of the Earth now: to be told, that 


it is Criminal: i in them to dad the 


Church ?. That to. ſupport it by any 


Femporal. Encauragements, or to re- 


21 ain the Enemies a it by any Tem: 


_ + 


* pt,  Poral 


of bela N and Rage e well 


im) 


My Pennltie: is acting out of their 


ere, and affecting a Dominion 1 
che s Spiritual Kingdom? 


Your Lordſhip, Page 29. ſpeaks of 


ſome Pretenſions, which would have pre- 


dented all Reformation, where it hath: been, 
and will for ever prevent it, where it is not 
already. Ma y we not ſay, that your 
Lordſhip's Scheme has a natural Ten- 
dency, "to deſtroy. all Reformationy 


where it is already, and for ever td 


prevent a ſecond; Return of it? For 
ſuppoſe that glorious Confuſſon ſhould 
take Effect, which your Lordſtrip ſeems 
to have an Eye to: ſuppaſe — In- 


fluence of Earthly Powers to be with- 
drawn, the Fences of the Chureh 
thrown down, no religious Qualifica- 
tions any longer inſiſted on-; but Per. 


ſons of every Denomination, equally: 
capable of all Promotions; What do 


vou imagine the Conſequence might! 


be? According to tliis; Project, every. 
Sort of Men.. might have their Turn 
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as others; and if once it came to that, 


Does your Lordſhip know them ſo lit- 


tle ? Can you be ſo unacquainted with 


their Zeal and Polity, as not to fore- 
ſee, that it would not be long before 


they would ſet up new Fences excluſive 


of us? With all Honour and Reſpect 


to ſthe happy Reformation I ſpeak it; 
the Preachers, who firſt began it, ar- 
gu d moſt convincingly 3 the Martyrs 
ſuffer'd gloriouſly; but the defirable 


Work was not completed, till the Earth- 


ly Rulers, being themſelves converted, 
eftabliſh'd and confirm'd it by Tempo- 
ä ange 
ls am prevented, by a very neceflary 


Avocation, from offering ſome other 


Matters to your-Lordſhip's Conſidera- 


tion, and particularly from comparing 


have formerly taught. But I ſhall 


ſtay to offer your Lordſhip one Piece of 
Advice; that in the next Impreſſion of 


your Sermon, you would not ſuffer 


your Bookſeller to expoſe you, by ad · 


vertiſing 


your preſent Doctrines with what you 
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1 vertiſing your Reaſonableneſs of Confor- 


mityat the Back of it. If your Lordſhip 
thinks fit to ſtarid to your new Prin- 


ciples, you have Reaſon to be aſnamd 


of that Book, and in all good Policy 
ſhould labour to ſuppreſs it, which 


contains Doctrines as oppoſite to thoſe 
you now teach, as Light is to Dark- 


neſs: Nay, as oppoſite as your Lord- 
ſhip's preſent Practice is to your former 
reſiſting Doctrines. I am, 


Ay Len, 
T” Tour Lordſbip's, &c. 
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